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„Back to an investment for enthusiasts“
RETRO CLASSICS® Stuttgart: Practically no reduction in the number of visitors
despite a clash of dates with a market competitor in North Rhine-Westphalia
Organisers, exhibitors and visitors all agreed that the 18th edition of RETRO
CLASSICS® in Stuttgart was a total success! Although the world's largest
exhibition for historic and classic cars was held at the same time as an event in
North Rhine-Westphalia, this only had a slight effect on the number of visitors:
around 87,000 historic and classic car fans were recorded at the turnstiles, i.e. just
2 per cent lower than in 2017. Urgent building measures at the market competitor
were the reason for the clash of dates.
Karl Ulrich Herrmann, Managing Shareholder of RETRO Messen GmbH, regards
the stable number of visitors at the exhibition as an indication of continuous
consolidation of the historic and classic car market: "It's no longer worthwhile
speculating with garage gold, this hype is over. Classic cars are again increasingly
becoming an investment for enthusiasts for whom driving pleasing and
individuality are more important than a return on paper.“ According to Herrmann,
this trend was noticeable during the RETRO NIGHT on Thursday evening which
attracted a huge crowd of visitors.
International public
The catchment area of RETRO CLASSICS® expanded once again: this year,
visitors came not only from neighbouring European states, but also from Australia
and Singapore. On the whole, "Retro“ is becoming increasingly more international:
around 15 per cent of visitors travelled to Stuttgart from outside Germany. This
represents an increase of 25 per cent compared with the previous year. The
majority of visitors came from Switzerland, followed by Austria, France and Italy.
The biggest increase was from Austria.
In addition to the vehicle selling market (31 per cent) and the parts market (30 per
cent), visitors were primarily interested this year in "Passione Italiana“ (24 per
cent), the special BMW show (24 per cent), US cars (22 per cent), historic
commercial vehicles & omnibuses (21 per cent) and, last but not least, Neo
Classics® (20 per cent). These results were obtained during a representative
survey. Herrmann was delighted with the figure for Neo Classics®: "This
exhibition segment has become very well-established in the last few years. In view
of such a scene which is opening up increasingly to a broad driving culture, it is an
important growth market."
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It can hardly be said that the historic and classic car market is saturated: although
a large proportion of visitors to RETRO CLASSICS® already own one or more
vehicles, 18 per cent of respondents said that they were intending to extend their
portfolio and purchase one or more historic or classic cars during the exhibition. A
good third of them (36 per cent) had already purchased or ordered something at
the time of the survey while a further 6 per cent from this group were investing
more than €100,000. It was shown once again that RETRO CLASSICS® is not just
an exhibition for private collectors: the proportion of trade visitors (33 per cent)
was roughly the same as in 2017.
Good buying mood, satisfied exhibitors
The exhibitors were accordingly satisfied: "Retro Classics® is a new experience
every year," said Helmut Rehm, Managing Director of Herzog-Rehm Handels
GmbH. "We met very diverse visitors with an increased propensity to buy at the
exhibition. Historic and classic cars are no longer just investment objects, they are
also vehicles driven purely for fun. Everything was very well-organised; we
received professional help regarding every request at all times. We are very
satisfied and will come back again in 2019.“ Heinz Eberhart, proprietor of the
Swiss supplier Eberhart Classic, also concurred: "Here in Stuttgart you meet
visitors with a propensity to buy. We attended Retro Classics® for the first time
and are very satisfied. The demand was good, and that was also true of our sales.
Moreover, we were able to forge a large number of new contacts. In future, we
want to present the topic of BMW even more here in the region of Mercedes and
Porsche. We will be back again next year − with a larger stand!“
Positive feedback was also received from the visitors who spent an average of
almost five and a half hours in the exhibition halls and on the piazza. 82 per cent
of visitors regarded the programme of RETRO CLASSICS® as almost complete
while 9 out of 10 visitors said they would recommend the event to other people.
On the whole, RETRO CLASSICS® was awarded a consistently good overall mark
of 1.8.
The next editions of RETRO CLASSICS® in Stuttgart (without any clashes of dates
with market competitors) will be held from 7 to 10 March 2019 and from 27
February to 1 March 2020.

Comments by exhibitors:
Denis Huptas, Sales Manager of CarTech:
"We were here for the seventh year, and everything went really well! It was
interesting to see that many visitors already own at least one historic or classic car.
Contrary to what is being said in many other places, prices are only rising more
slowly rather than falling. This proves that there is still demand for good cars. We
sold three out of fourteen vehicles directly at the exhibition and are still expecting
good business after the event.“
Günther Irmscher, Managing Director of the Irmscher Group:
"Retro Classics® 2018 was an ideal forum to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
Irmscher. On this occasion, we welcomed many interesting visitors and numerous
prominent drivers from the company's history to our stand and had a great deal of
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fun with them. The new Paul Horn Hall is an absolutely fantastic premium hall
which will become well-established as such. We have already booked for the next
Retro Classics® in 2019!“
Bernd Werndl, Managing Director of Arabella Classics:
"Everything was actually as it always is − totally perfect, extremely well-organised
and with a fantastic mood in the halls! We welcomed a large number of visitors to
our stand and are satisfied with the sales figures. The new Paul Horn Hall with its
special shows turned out be a major attraction."
Fritz Cirener, Head of Bosch Classic:
"Retro Classics® 2018 turned out to be very successful for our company. Even the
queue outside the multi-storey car park was an indication of how well-attended
this event was! In spite of the parallel event in Essen, many people preferred
Stuttgart − this is the highest accolade! It was clear that we would decide to come
to Stuttgart since we are based in the city and also because the suburbs are
extremely interesting.“
Sven Hoesser, Sles Manager of Geigercars:
"We held a large number of positive discussions and also concluded some good
transactions directly on the spot. We are therefore anticipating good business
after the event. US cars are still very much in vogue. Here at Retro Classics® we
meet many new customers who are searching for something that is slightly
individual.“
Giuseppe Diana, Managing Director of Biposto:
"It's marvellous that a separate hall was devoted to the subject of Italy because
many visitors came here specifically for this purpose! We found that visitors had a
keen interest in this subject. We are satisfied with the level of sales on our stand.
One very positive aspect was that we were also able to exchange experiences with
other dealers. We would like to come back to the next Retro Classics®."
Niko Johannidis, Manager for Central Europe, Mahle Aftermarket:
"We were very positively surprised by the number of visitors and were able to
answer many first-rate questions. We were also delighted with the response to our
new Mahle Classic Line. The area of historic and classic cars is still very important
to our company, not least on account of our long tradition. As always, we are very
satisfied!“
Michael Rapp, member of the Executive Committee of the Mercedes 300SL Club:
"The hall was busy right from the start with a good mixture of visitors who
included a large number of trade visitors. There were already large crowds on
Thursday. Many of the visitors had a special affinity with Mercedes-Benz. They
came with interesting questions and were looking specifically for a vehicle. The
best part of Retro Classics® is that we have an opportunity here to organise an
individual programme for our guests and visitors.“
Thomas Schmid, Treasurer of AMSC Leonberg e.V.:
"Our display of Italian motorcycles went down very well. Our racing driver
meeting, which was held for the first time, was also well-attended. The guests
included a large number of motorcycling enthusiasts, some of whom possessed a
high level of expertise. We are also honoured that "non-bikers" such as the motor
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racing legend Jochen Mass and Martin Kaufmann, Mayor of Leonberg, dropped
by our stand. On the whole, the exhibition was a total success and we are already
looking forward to 2019!“
Matthias Schickler, Historische Dampftechnik Kirchheim unter Teck e.V.:
"We obtained an astonishingly good response from visitors! The people were
impressed that such steam-driven giants actually existed and regarded our display
as an enhancement to an exhibition whose actual topic is the petrol-driven
automobile. We conducted a large number of interesting discussions, provided
useful information and promoted our display. Our attendance at Retro Classics®
was a total success!“

About RETRO CLASSICS® Stuttgart:
Since its first event in 2001, the biggest historic and classic car trade fair in the
world has itself become a classic: For enthusiasts and collectors of historic
automobiles, brand representatives and representatives of historic and classic car
clubs, the international platform has long been considered a must-attend event to
kick off the classic car season. On a total area of around 140,000 square metres,
the unique trade fair concept impresses with its comprehensive offer of historic
and classic cars, youngtimers, NEO CLASSICS®, US cars, historic motorcycles and
commercial vehicles, as well as with its first-class framework programme, a giant
car sales mart and highly interesting special shows.
For further information and photos of RETRO CLASSICS® 2018, visit
www.retro-classics.de
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